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1. Tha Information disclosure statement transmitted herewith Is being filed after three 
months of the filing date of this national application or the date of entry of the national 
stage as set forth in § 1.491 In an international application or after the mailing date 
of the first Office action on the merits, whichever event occurred last but before the 
mailing date of either 

(1) a final action under § 1.113 or 

(2) a notice of allowance under § 1.311, 
whichever occurs first 



2. Accompanying this transmittal is 

(check either A or B below) 
A, fl a statement as specified in 37 C.F.R § 1.97(e). 



□ the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R § 1.1 7£p) for submission of an information 
disclosure statement under § 1.97(c). ($180.00). 
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FII PAYMENT 

(complete this nam. If applicable) 

3. Applcant elects the option to pay the fee sat forth In 37 C.F.R.§ 1.17(p) for submission 
of an information disclosure statement under f 1.97(c) ($180.00). 

Fee due $ 



□ Attached to a □ check □ money order In the amount of $ 

□ Authorization is hereby made to charge the amount of $ 

m to Deposit Account No. 08-0100 

□ to Credit card aa shown on the attached credit card Information authorization 
form PTO-2038. 

WARNING: Cradtt card kOontmHon should not bo Indudad on thfe form aa It may bacoma puttie. 

£i Charge any additional feea required by this paper or credit any overpayment In the 
manner authorized above. 

A duplicate of this paper to attached. 
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STATEMENT FOR INFORMATION DISCLOSURE UNDER 
37 CFJt ft 1.97(e) 

4i/«tR A ' ' m»»mmt t in ti in ■ Hit ■ I i */f I t| | Mmr >^ I— A I iiibi i if i I r»r».-|fa * * Jw |j fn#r» ■■■■ ■ tt ■ ■ -*» - * -. 

nrUft: * SfKsmOm muax ion enner. [ij mm seen fwrn or inrorTTmaOfi cornernea tn rne information o rs oos um 
slatmimitwm cited In ecorjmunicatto 

not mom than three month* prior to the fttng of the Information dedoaum s ta t ement , or (2) that no 
ham of information containad In tha Information oiadoaurw s t a t emen t waa cited In a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign applic a tion and to the knowledge of the person 
signing the atatemant after making reasonable Inquiry, no item of information contained In the Information 
dLtdcsum statement was known to any IndMdusi designated In § 1.56(c) mom than three months prior 
to the filing of the Information diadoaum atatemant 9 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(a). 

Under the first statement under § 1.97(a), it does not matter whether any indMduaJ with a duty of 
dbdosum actuaffy knew about any of the Information cited befom receiving the search report The date 
on the communication by the foreign patent office begins the 3-month period in the same manner aa 
the maiSng of an Office action starts a 3-month sh ortene d statutory period for reply. See § 609B<5), 
M.P.E.P., 8th Edition. 



c notification uMom rr cjjl if i^c«) 1.10* 

(When using Express MsB, the Express Mail label number Is i 
txpnsss mon oetvncaoon ta opvonar.) 



I hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this correspondence is being: 



IS deposited with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 

37 CJUt | 1 JLW 37 C.F.R. f 1.10 * 

g with sufficient postage as first doss mail. □ aa "Express Mail Post Office to - 

No. 



□ facsimie transmitted to the Patent and TrwiemaA Office, (703) 



fttdomark Office, 



/ / Tammy Knight 



Dote: 




(typo or print name of person certifying) 



• Only the data of fttng (f 1.6) w* bo the data used m a patent term adjustment calculation, sHhough the date 
on any certificate of mailing or transmission under § 1.8 continues to be taken into account In determining 
timeliness. See § 1.703(f). Consider 'Express Mai Post Office to Addressee" (f 1. 10) or facsimile trsnsmission 
(§ 1. 6(oV for the reply to be accorded the eerffeat possible f&ng date for patent farm adjustment calculations. 



(Statement for Information Disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) [WJ-page 1 of 5) 



1 



NOTE: "Section 1.97(e) makmk dear that a cor^^ 

ia that each item of information in an information disclosure statement was cited in a search report from 
a patent office outside the US. not mora than three months prior to the filing date of the st a te me nt 
Under thJa certification, It would not matter whether any Individual with a duty actueMy knew about any 
of the information dted before recerving the search recrt 

that no item of information contained In the information disclosure stat emen t wee dted In a 

communication from a for^ 

of the person signing the certifi cat ion attar making reea^ 

a duty to otadose more then three months prior to the Gang of the sta temen t ' Notice of January 9, 
1991 1135 O.a 13-25, at 13. (emphasis added). Thus: m tfen item of information is submitted within 
three months of being dted in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
ap plic at ion, the certification can be property made regerotem of arty ^ 
of the information.' Id., 1135 0.0. at 19. See § 6096®, M.P.E.P.. 8th EoWorx 

NOTE: The date on the communication by the foreign patent omce begins the 3-mcnth period in the same 
manner aa the mailing of an Office ectton starts * 3-mcrtth shortened if the 

communication contatna two dates, the mailing date of the communication ia the one which begins 
the 3-month period. The date which begins the 3-month period is not the date the communication was 
received by a foreign associate or the date it waa received bye U.S. r egi st ered pmctttioner. Likewise, 
the statement wiM be ccnaicered to fmre 

or on en earner date of rneJbng or transmission if accom pa nied by e pr^ 

mailing or facsimile transmission under 37 CFR 1.8, or if ft is In compliance with the provisions for 
"Expreee MoT delivery under 37 CF.r\ 1.10. m See § 6098(5), M.P.E.P., 8th Edhhn. 

NOTE: 'The cer t ifica ti on can to 

without a sea r ch of fflee being /nadb. g 77u^ ^eutarnp^ ^oaytffc a ^o^l 1.97(e) does not preclude 
the use of the certification in an application by corporationa whom practitioners have over the years 
reviewed thousands of petenta and technical publication* even tho^ 
of any one thereof to the application. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.a 13-15, at 19. 

See § 8098(3% M.P.E.P., 8th EoWon: 

m lf en information disdosure statement includes e copy of e dated communication from a foreign 
patent office which dearly shows that the sta tement la being submitted within 3 montha of the date 
on the ccmmxmication, the copy will be accepted as the required cctfnmunkxMort It wHi be assumed, 
in the absence of evidence to the contrary, that the communication waa for a counterpart foreign 

application. 

"In the aitemative, a statement can be made if no item of in forrrmtion contained in the information 
disclosure statement was dted In a communication from a foreign patent omce In a counterpert foreign 
application and, to the knowledge of the petsGri signing the 

neither was it known to sny individual having a duty to dsdose more than 3 months prior to the fiiing 
or we statement 

NOTE: A copy of the foreign search report need not be submitted with the certification. Notice of April 20, 
1992(1138 0.0. 37-41, 40). 

NOTE: "The phrase 'after making reasonable inquiry* makes it dear that the individual making the statement 
haa a duty to make reasonable inquiry regarding the facts that ere being certified. The statement can 
be made by a registered practitioner who represents a foreign dierit and who 
by the foreign dlent as to the date the information first became known. A regi st ered practitioner who 
receives Information from a client without being informed whether the information was known for mere 
than three montha, however, cannot make the statement without making reasonable inquiry. For 
example, if an inventor gave a publication to the attorney prosecuting an application with the intent 
that it be cited to the Office, the attorney should inquire aa to when that inventor became aware of 
the publication and should not submit a statement under 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(2) to the Office until m 
satisfactory response Is received. The statement can be baaed on present, good faith knowledge about 
when information became known without a search of fUee being made." Notice of April 20, 1992(1138 
O.Q. 37-41, 39}. 

See § 6098(5), M.P.EP, 8th Edition. 

NOTE- "Although it ia recognized that an individual actually becomes aware of the information in the 
communication from a foreign patent office sometime after it wee mailed, the making data of such a 
communication, if it occurs prior to e first awareness of the sarm in f or mat ion, would determine the date 
forfiSng of an information dsclosum statement without a to" in a cor^ 197(e). 
Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 0.Q. 13-25, at 19 (emphasis added). 
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NOTE- 77w mere absence of an Item of infotmatlon from a foreign patent office communication is not Intended 
to repression opporturvty to delay the *u^ than three months prior to 

the mng of an information dbdotum statement to an individual having the duty of dbdcsure under 
§ 1.56. 62 Fed. Rag. 53,131, 53,150 (Oct 10. 1997). 

NOTE; The IDS is considered feed as of the date It la received in the PTO, or on an earlier date of mailing 
or tr an smissi on if done ao with a properly executed certificate of mailng or facsimile transmission under 
37CJF.R.% 1.6, or tf it I* in compMance with the provisions for "Express MoM" delivery under 37 C.F.R. 
| 1.10. See $ 6098(5), M.P.E.P.. 8th Edition. 

NOTE *The certification under t 1.97(a) should be made by a person w^ 
certified. Trm certtficetion can bo made by a ptsctifa 

on statements made by the foreign dlent as to the date the information first became known. A practitioner 

a- - - «. | » . . - .* m m ' a * It ■ j I * I i flu i i ■ ■ td i i Ji mfi\ ■ i ti* m f ■■ A> — mtlmm L— hum in. 

wno receives information nom a cnern wnnoux oerng witormeo wnexner me tmormaaon was Known tot 
more then three months, however, cannot make the certification without making reasonable inquiry.* 
Notice of January 9, 1992. 1136 0.0. 13-25 at 19. 

NOTE: The term counterpart foreign patent ap 

the U.S. application or a foreign appacation besed on the other, or that the disclosures of the US. and 
/wByn patent appocaoons are au oszanuv ot y toerwcet {eg., an a ppncau on moo tn xne European rsterti 
Office claiming the seme U.K. priority as daimed In the U.S. application). 9 Notice of April 20, 1992(1136 
0.0. 37-4*, 3®, See # 6096(9, WAEP.. Oft fittfan. 

NOTE* "Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing 
inf or mat ion to the attorney, agent or inventor.' 37 CF.fi § 1.56(d) and 

'hdMduals associated with the fifing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this 

(1) each inventor named in the application: 

(2) each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) every other person who is substantively involved In the preparation or prosecution of the 
application and who la associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there 
la an obligation to assign the application. 0 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c). 



IDENTIFICATION OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
FOR WHICH THIS STATEMENT IS BEING MADE 

1. This statement is being made for the Information Disclosure Statement 
IS accompanying this statement 
□ filed (datB) 



STATEMENT 

NOTE A statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) need not be in the form of an oath or a declaration under 37 
C.F.R. | 1.66. A statement under 37 CJF JR. § 1.97(e) by a registered pract i t i oner or any other individual 
that the statement was filed within the 3-month period of either the first citation by a foreign patent 
office or first disc ov ery of the information wit be accepted as d b positlve of compliance with this provision 
in the absence of evidence to the contrary. § 6098(5), M.P.E.P., 8th Edition. 
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2. I, the person(s) signing below state: 

E) that each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement 
was first cited In any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1)' 
NOTE: The tfvw month period star* from the malting data at the foreign patent office communication. Notice 
of January 9, 1992. 1138 O.G. 73-25 at 19. The mating data la the 'data en the communication by 
the foreign patent offkm.' Notice of April 20, 1992 (1138 O.Q. 37-41, 38% 

OR 

O that no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement 
was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application and, to my knowledge, after making reasonable inquiry, no item of 
information contained in this information disclosure statement was known to any 
individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of 
the Information disclosure statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 

NOTE: Tha time at which Information \m Imown to any irxiivktual designated In 37 C.F.R 1.56(0)' la the time 
whan the Information waa discovered In association with the application even It awaraneaa of the 
materaUty came later." Notice of April 20, 1992 (1138 O.Q. 37-41. 40). Section 6098(8). MJ».£.R, 8th 

C fitting* 

CGRKVfc 

IMNTIFICATION OF PERSON(S) MAKING THIS •TATUIIMT 

3. The person making this statement Is 

(check each applicable item) 
(a) □ the inventors) who signs below 



SIGNATURE Of INVENTOR 



(type name of inventor who is signing) 

(b) □ a person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the 
application, and who is associated with the Inventor, with the assignee, or with 
anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the application (37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.56(c)) and who signs below. 



SIGNATURE Of PERSON MAKING STATEMENT 



(type name of person who is signing) 



Address of parson who is signing 
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(c) 3 the practitioner who signs below on the basis of the information: 

(check each applicable item) 

□ supplied by the Inventors). 

□ supplied by an individual designated in § 1.56(c). 
0 in the practitioner's file. 
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Customer No.: 
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Robert A. Kent 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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DOCUMENT NO. 
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COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 
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NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS 


INIT. 


DOCUMENT (Including Author, Title, Source, and Pertinent Pages) 
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DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 
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